



“An Act of Kindness” 


Galatians 5:22-23 says: But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 


It’s been a long, hot summer...but still a time to enjoy some rest and relaxation, a time to 
refresh for the coming autumn, winter, and spring activities. I hope you have had just such a 
summer. 


Galatians 5: 22-23 includes “kindness” as one of the fruits of the Spirit.  So I’d like to share 
with you my own personal experience—an act of kindness in early August.  It was a hot 
summer day, I was heading home from a meeting at my church in late afternoon, and 
decided to stop by Publix for just a couple items (but we all know how a couple of this, and a 
couple of that, adds up quickly).  Oh yes, and don’t forget the BOGO’s that we just can’t pass 
up. 


As I approached the checkout counter, I noticed a small, frail-looking lady in front of me 
who could hardly lift her items from the cart to the counter.  I offered to help her and she 
accepted and thanked me.  She paid for her groceries, but then asked the clerk for two gift 
cards with $250 on each card.  Then began counting out $500 in cash—then recounted it, 
then again, and again, and again.  The cashier was a new employee and didn’t know how to 
do her cards.  She was trying her best to figure it out, but finally had to call for help.  Both 
kept apologizing to me for keeping me waiting, and thanking me for my patience.  I tried to 
stay calm and reassure the lady to take her time and that I was in no hurry...I had all day!!  I 
chatted with her, encouraging her that it was important to take care of her business and do 
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it correctly.  After all, she was being so thoughtful and kind to give $250 to each of her 
grandsons who had just received their Master’s Degrees.  Well, FINALLY it was taken care of 
and she departed, thanking me once again.  


I had credit card in hand, ready to tap it on the machine WHEN the man behind me comes 
up quickly and taps his credit card on the machine.  I looked at the cashier and said, “It’s OK, 
go ahead and check him out.”  She said, “Mam, he just paid for your groceries.”  I turned to 
him and said, “You can’t do that!”  He responded, “I just did.”  So I sincerely thanked him for 
his “act of kindness” and he said, “One kind deed deserves another! I heard you so patiently 
helping the lady in front of you, and decided you deserve some kindness yourself.”  Then I 
joked with him saying, “You know I forgot that big prime rib roast, may I go back and get it?” 
You can guess his response, “No prime rib roast!”  But WOW, there are such kind people in 
our world.  Mine were just kind words to the lady in front of me in the checkout line…and 
the stranger behind me in line did a kind deed. So, do you think “kindness” could be 
contagious?  It gives me “HOPE”. 





Sandra L. Wharton, PW Moderator 

Peace River Presbytery 

 

CORRECTION CORNER 

PRP PW 2022-2023 DIRECTORY 

• Page 9—2023 PRP PW Annual Gathering will NOT be 
held at Church of the Palms. New location TBD. 

• Page 13—Venice PC, Diane Penick—phone area code is 
941, not 942 

• Page 15—Faith PC, Patricia Tillis—correct phone num-
ber is 740-331-1722. 



The following Minute for Mission was delivered by PRP PW Moderator, Sandy Wharton at 
Siesta Key Chapel, Sarasota on August 14, 2022. 


The Role of Presbyterian Women in the Church 


It is a joy to be with you this morning.  When I reached out to Ruth Ulrich and Pastor Ruth 
Smalt, they graciously welcomed me to worship with you this morning, and Pastor Ruth 
invited me to give the “Minute for Mission” on the role of 
Presbyterian women in the church. 


So I’d like to start...With a bit of history...Presbyterian Women’s 
organizations began more than 200 years ago when women had no 
role outside the home. 


Over the years, we have learned that women are gifted with strength 
that they use in remarkable ways AND the Spirit has been calling 
women to leadership for centuries. 


We have been tasked to carry out God’s vital work AND we have 
always delivered.  Women have fought injustice, persevered through 
incredible hardships, fueled by faith that God’s plan is righteous and good. 


We have studied the many incredible women of the Bible who serve as examples of how we 
can all tap into our own unique strengths and show up for those who need us most. 


We have learned from the inspiring tales of the powerful women who came before us, how 
they shaped their worlds and have inspired us to do the same. 


Now fast forward to Peace River Presbytery—our PW is structured according to its own 
constitution and bylaws.  However, we are a “connectional” organization—church, 
presbytery, synod and PC(USA).  Our goal is to carry out our mission with Peace River 
Presbytery. The Purpose of the Presbyterian Women 


Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit 
ourselves: 


¨ To nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study; 

¨ To support the mission of the church worldwide; 

¨ To work for justice and peace; and  

¨ To build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian 

Church (USA) and witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdom. 




 

Minute for Mission message continued… 


So, who are we and what do we REALLY DO? 


Every woman who is a member of a PC(USA) church is a Presbyterian Woman.  All women 
are invited to participate in our PW activities. 


There are 37 churches in Peace River Presbytery.  Each church PW provides a variety of 
services, such as … 


• Knitting prayer shawls 


• Providing backpacks (and filling them with school supplies) for children 


• Creating cards to send homebound on holidays and birthdays 


• Providing gift bags for children at Mision Peniel at Christmas 


• Two churches in Naples are making a quilt for each family moving into a house of the 
Immokalee Fair Housing project. 


• Many are conducting various fundraiser projects to support our mission work—arts & 
crafts bazaars, bake sales/cookie sales, etc.  Faith PW in Cape Coral created a cookbook 
entitled “Cooking with Faith.” 


• Ladies quilt compassionate blankets to give Lee Health hospitals to cover a  patient who 
has passed; then the quilt is given to the family to comfort them.  Since Covid, they have 
provided 780 quilts. 


I could go on and on with services provided to our church families, community, and 
worldwide.  Financially, Presbyterian Women give to missions in their church community, 
PW missions in PRP, and worldwide to support mission work with our PW Birthday Offering, 
Thank Offering, and Least Coin Offering.  We are “Mission-Minded—giving to our church, 
Presbytery, Synod and PC(USA). 


So as Presbyterian Women continue to grow, we cultivate loving relationships and life 
changing ministries in our church and throughout the world.  Cultivating PW means putting 
our hands and hearts to work through our PW Purpose. 


Whether we are developing relationships with missions, building healthy communities 
through our offerings, honoring faithful servants with our PW Honorary Life Memberships, 
or taking time for Bible study, service and fellowship, we each choose to follow in Jesus’ 
footsteps. 




Thank you for supporting Presbyterian Women in your church and thank you for allowing 
me to share this message today.


Covenant Church, Fort Myers 


Presbyterian Women of Covenant are ready to start our “new year” of Bible Study, 
Gatherings, and fundraising.  Our three Circles are looking forward to this year’s Horizons’ 
study, “Celebrating Sabbath”.  We may have enough interest for an evening Bible Study via 
Zoom this year! 


Our PW Fall “Thank Offering” 	 Gathering in October will be an intergenerational 
collaboration with our Christian Education people.  Our Youth Group will be sharing an 
“energizer” from their trip to Montreat this summer, while we enjoy 	fellowship with food 
and friends. 


As with other congregations throughout Peace River Presbytery, we are taking small steps to 
bring our congregation, our youth groups, and our “regular” church activities back into our 
Covenant community.  We are grateful for the support of our Peace River Presbytery PW, and 
hope that you all enjoy the SOSA Gathering. Beverly Campbell & Anna Siemen, Co-
Moderators 

 


Burnt Store Presbyterian Church, Punta Gorda 


We are very excited to begin our season here at Burnt 
Store.  We are happy to announce that our new pastor 
has been cleared by US Immigration, and has his Visa 
appointment in Johannesburg, South Africa in late 
October.  We anticipate that he and his family will be 
settle into Punta Gorda by mid-November….hurrah!!  
That will be a little over a year from his unanimous 
acceptance during his candidate sermon in October of 2021.  To say we are ecstatic at 
the prospect would be an understatement! 


We have revised our annual Pecan Fundraiser program a smidge to include a Pre-Sale 
campaign which  will run from August to September 30th.  During that 
period any order will be guaranteed to be in stock.  The sale will 
continue after that date until all the stock is depleted—probably near 



Thanksgiving.  So if you are wanting to order Georgia’s freshest pecans in chopped, whole, 
or candy form, just drop us a line at pecans@bspconline.org. We will begin or season with a 
salad luncheon gathering in Stewart Hall on Oct. 


Burnt Store report continued…17th at 11:30 am with Kathy Hardy giving us an overview and 
update on our mission work in Haiti.  This will also be our kick-off for the Samaritan’s Purse 
program, Operation Christmas Child or “The Shoebox Project”.  The first Circles will meet in 
early November to begin their PW Bible Study, “Celebrating Sabbath”.  December will find us 
back in Stewart Hall for our Christmas Party Salad Luncheon Gathering 
on Dec. 5th at 11:30 am. 


We want to mention our Annual Social Event on Saturday, February 
25, 2023.  Leigh Ann Brown will present her “Portrait of a Bride” 
program at 1:30 in the sanctuary followed by a wedding reception in 
Stewart Hall.  Tickets will be available for individual sales in January or 
you may reserved a whole table for 6 or 7 people!  Think about it! 


Barb Lohff, Moderator


Cypress Lake Presbyterian, Fort Myers


Here is a rundown of the events and activities PW has on the calendar for Fall 2022.  


We will begin by starting up our monthly Daytime Bible Study on Tuesday, September 13th 
at 10:00 am.  We will be using the Horizons study program, “Celebrating Sabbath”.  Daytime 
bible study is held the second Tuesday of every month.  On Thursday, September 15th at 
7:00 pm, we will begin our monthly Evening Bible Study entitled, “Having a Mary Heart in a 
Martha World.”  The evening bible study is held the third Thursday of each month. 


On Friday, October 1st participate in the easiest bake sale ever!  No grocery shopping, no 
stirring, no oven involved.  It’s our “Bakeless Bake Sale Fundraiser”.  Simply mail in your 
contribution based on what you would normally spend on ingredients.  What could be 
easier! 


Saturday, November 5th, PW will host a Gathering and Luncheon at 10:30 am.  Then on 
Saturday, November 19th, from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm, bring your holiday shopping list and 
attend our Handmade Christmas Bazaar.  Over 30 vendors will display their beautiful hand-



made items.  You will certainly find something for everyone on your gifting list. And finally, 
on Sunday, November 27th we’ll have our “Take Out Turkey Pot Pie” fundraiser. 


Beth Watson, Moderator 


First Presbyterian, Naples


Outreach, both mission and hospitality, continued over the summer for our PW 
organization.  Every Sunday we provide cookies and punch in our social hall after the church 
service.  Our “Helping Hands” outreach, which includes sewing and knitting projects, 
provided kits in May to any parishioner who wanted to work on one of our projects over the 
summer such as making quilts, knitting little Izzie dolls, and/or knitting prayer shawls. 


Our biggest and most challenging project is to make a “house 
warming” quilt for each family who will be receiving a new 
home from the Immokalee Fair Housing Alliance (IFHA). The 
mission of IFHA is to eliminate substandard and overcrowded 
rental housing for farmworker families, and other low-income 


residents of Immokalee.  By the end of 2023, it is hoped that 32 of the projected 128 units 
will be completed.  Our PW group is busy designing and sewing quilts to meet this 
challenge.  We welcome any help from other PW groups on this project.  Our easy and fun 
knitting project is little Izzie dolls, which are given to The Shelter for Abused Women and 
Children, as a gift of comfort and hope for the children.  Our prayer shawl ministry began in 
2014 and since then we have completed over 190 shawls.  These shawls have been given 
out by our Stephen Ministers and deacons to those who have lost a loved one, or are 
meeting a challenging situation.  Twice a month in season, a sewing/knitting room is set up 
for anyone who would like to participate in making these wonderful projects which are 
visible signs of loving outreach. 


We will kick-off our Circle Groups, and our monthly Gatherings, in November.  Our circle 
study will be the Horizons bible study, “Celebrating Sabbath: Accepting God’s Gift of Rest 
and Delight”.  We have scheduled six monthly Gatherings with lunch and program.  In 
addition to the “kick-off” and subsequent “wind up” of our bible study, Gatherings will also 
include:  An Introduction to the Holiday Season capitalizing on the talent of our Music 
Director, Brice Gerlach, and his wife, Michele Byrd-Gerlach;  A book review of “Let’s Be 
Friends” by author Elizabeth Hoagland;  A presentation about the Immokalee Fair Housing 



Project; and, “Fashion with a Purpose”.  This is a fashion show where our models purchase 
an outfit from a thrift store.  This program is always received with great enthusiasm, along 
with laughter, as our PW gals present their charming outfits!!!  The fashion show will be 
narrated by Grandin Doudy, Executive Director of Pathways Early Learning Center of 
Immokalee.            Carolyn Bennett, Moderator 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


SOSA Triennial Gathering  -  October 21-23, 2022 Epworth by the Sea on St. Simon’s Island, GA      
Honorary Life Members group photo will be taken at 5 PM, Sat., Oct. 22nd.                                                                   

Peace River Presbytery attendees—group photo time to be announced at event.





SAVE THE DATES 


PRP PW ANNUAL GATHERING WILL BE FEBRUARY 4, 2023 


PRP PW SPRING RETREAT WILL BE MARCH 20, 2023 





PRP PW TIDBITS 


¨ Barbara Crann has been appointed PRP PW Moderator-Elect from July 1, 2022—February 4, 2023 to 
fulfill the open term of PRP PW Moderator-Elect. Many of you know Barb and the good work she has 
done as PW Co-Moderator at Faith PC in Cape Coral. She is also editor of our PRP PW newsletter, 
“The Messenger”, and serves as PRP PW Publicity Chair.  Congratulations, Barb! 


¨ “Check It Out” - PRP website. PW information has been added to Peace River Presbytery’s website. 
Go to www.peaceriverpresbytery.org, click on Committee and Teams, scroll down to Presbyterian 
Women. 


¨ PRP video interview – Presbyterian Women were recognized and invited to participate in a video 
interview by Peace River Presbytery. Barb Crann, Betty Mangos and I traveled to Church of Palms in 
Sarasota to participate in this educational video being prepared by PRP. 


 




“Happiness depends on what’s happening; genuine joy depends on our relationship with Jesus.” 


Sandra L. Wharton, PW Moderator 


Peace River Presbytery 


Compassion, Peace, Justice, Equity Connie 

LoPresti, Chairman 


 


“Every time I feel the Spirit moving in my soul, I will pray.” 


The conversations have begun!  We are exploring new ways of seeing.  Fall is a great time to 
begin new ways.  Book studies, sermons, and women’s Bible studies help us see Bible stories 
in a new light.  


These studies lead us to discern what is mine (ours) to do.  Allowing us to be drawn by the 
Holy Spirit into service and action on behalf of others. 


I receive a daily meditation from the Center for Contemplation.  The August 24th reading 
has stayed with me, opening my heart, mind and eyes.  Starting with “The Spirit leads us 
downward.  To the bottom, to the place of humility, to the position and posture of service… 
that’s where the Spirit, life water, flows…” 
(CAC teacher Brian McLaren). 


I like the idea of water flowing.  I can 
visualize it.  Just like Amos 5:24 “...let 
justice roll on like a river”.  Water is 
powerful. 


The meditation goes on to say, if we listen 
to the Spirit 


à The Spirit will draw us to the person in need.  Just look around the room.  By approaching 
that person who is alone or looking left out, we may become the bridge that connects 
the outside to the insiders.  Welcoming them to the table. 


à When we listen to someone angry at us or resentful towards us or with a different 
viewpoint, the Spirit will draw us towards them in humility, not away!  We will show we 
care. 




à We will see a person or group being made the scapegoat, being blamed, shamed, 
gossiped about, acting and feeling superior to them.  The Spirit will draw us to differ 
courageously and graciously.  We will take the risk of defending the person or people, 
allowing God’s Spirit to be shown alive and at work in our midst! 


 


à Around us are persons in hospitals, prisons, shut-ins, low-income workers, homeless 
people in parks and alleys, hungry people.  We have communities, congregations, 
neighbors in need.  If we listen to the Spirit and say “yes” to the opportunity to serve— 
even if it frightens us, even if it’s not easy. 


We have the Spirit guiding us and IT will be a source of great joy—a blessing! 


New ways of seeing and new ways of being!  Let the Spirit lead the conversations as we 
continue to see with new eyes! 


 


Missions 


Betty Mangos, Chairperson 


I love to read about the history of Presbyterian Women.  Ladies didn’t have 9-5 jobs outside their 
homes back then.  Can you just see them sitting in their parlors chatting with their friends?  They 
knew what was going on in their neighborhoods, and when someone was in need, they thought of 
ways to help.  Their commitment to helping others laid a strong foundation for the organization 
that would become Presbyterian Women.  These women were grateful for their blessings and 
wanted to share with others who needed their help. 


Perhaps this fall, or whenever your PW schedules it, you will be collecting the Thank Offering.  The 
history of this national PW Offering goes back to 1888.  That’s an impressive legacy of mission 
giving and we continue on in 2022 supporting projects in the United States and internationally.  
Applications are reviewed by our Creative Ministries Offering Committee of the national PW each 
year, and our collective donations are sent to agencies that provide homes, health clinics, clean 
water facilities, domestic violence shelters, educational opportunities, leadership programs, food 
and supplies for malnourished families, help with disabilities and teaching women to be self-
supporting.  Our focus is on women because we believe that helping women creates better 
conditions in the family.  The Thank Offering is especially geared toward helping women and 
children. 




Can you imagine—this has been going on since 1888!  And we are still remembering God’s 
blessings to us by sharing with others.  Be sure and share the story of the Thank Offering at your 
PW Gatherings so that everyone knows how important it is, and how much good it does.  You can 
check online and read about this year’s recipients.  Please send your Thank Offering to our PRP 
PW Treasurer, Barbara Borderieux, 3915  38th Avenue East, Palmetto, FL 34221.  When we have 
completed our collection, it will be sent to our national organization in Louisville, KY.  Please 
contact me if you have questions. 
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