Message from Moderator, Sandra Wharton

“BE STILL AND KNOW THAT | AM GOD” - Psalm 46:10

Think about that message for a moment—in our hectic world, how many times a day ... a week... etc.
are we still and listen to God? We all pray to God, but do we listen and allow God to communicate
with us? Be still and meditate for five (5) minutes each day. Sometimes, God may only whisper your
name ... but listen carefully as He is calling upon you to serve as Presbyterian Women.

RECENT PW EVENT

e 03-08-21—PRP PW SPRING RETREAT “in-person” was held with theme, “Walking with Jesus.” 32
participated representing 10 churches. It was a wonderful day of fellowship, learning, network-

ing, singing and worshiping together. A note from Moderator with invitation and gift card to next
year’s retreat was given to encourage one new PW to attend retreat in 2022. Pine Shores PC was
the recipient. Our sincere thanks to Barbara Borderieux and Nancy Varner, Spring Retreat Co-
Chairs, for coordinating the activities of special event.

With a grateful heart for each of you, | am reaching out to inquire how YOU are doing, as well as your
church Presbyterian Women. | thank you for your leadership, faithfulness and steadfastness during
the past year. The difficult time of 2020 has been an opportunity to encourage and share innovative
ways to reach out to our Presbyterian Women and to reflect on our purpose as PW ... to nurture
faith; support mission; work for justice and peace; and build inclusive, caring community of women.
Now, in 2021, we are moving forward and organizing our activities for the year and building a founda-
tion for the future of our PRP Presbyterian Women.

e 2021-2022 PRP PW DIRECTORY will be prepared in June and distributed to all PRP Moderators.
Request for updated contact information for the directory has been sent to church moderators




(form is attached to this issue).

e Bylaws Committee has recommended revisions to update our PRP PW Bylaws and Policies & Proce-

dures. Elected officers’ duties clearly defined.
o Still recruiting 4 PW to serve (3 cluster leaders {Districts 2,3 and 4} and 1 mission chair).

e Peace River Presbytery Website will be updated in the next few months with a section for

“Presbyterian Women” to include PRP PW CT roster, “The Messenger,” calendar, bylaws, forms, etc.
UPCOMING PRP PW EVENTS—- SAVE THE DATE

e 10-16-21—PRP PW Fall Mini-Retreat— Cypress Lake Presbyterian Church, Fort Myers, FL

e 03-28-22 & 03-29-22—PRP PW Spring Retreat—Day Springs Conference Ctr, Parrish, FL

SYNOD OF SOUTH ATLANTIC (SOSA) UPDATE

I had the privilege of participating in the SOSA PW Coordinating Team meeting (via Zoom) on April 30th,
consisting of Moderators from the 16 Presbyteries in our Synod (FL, GA and SC) as well as 12 elected
officers. This is an amazing group of faithful Presbyterian Women. Sandra Winslett is completing her
term as SOSA PW Moderator and the incoming Moderator is Shelagh Wirth (from Columbia, SC).

UPCOMING SOSA PW EVENT—SAVE THE DATES

e October 21, 22 & 23, 2022 SOSA PW TRIENNIAL Retreat—Epworth on St. Simon’s Island, GA

Did you know? Mission Haven is located adjacent to Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, GA. It

provides housing, hospitality, clothing and prayer to missionaries returning from the mission field all
over the world. They cele- brated 70 years of service this year. In ear-
ly 1920’s, a lady gave a $5 gold piece to be used where the need was
greatest. Later, President of Columbia Theological Seminary had a capi-

tal campaign to build a home for missionaries. January 1952, Mission

Have was ready for occupan- cy

This is supported by Presby- terian Women in seven southeastern states

(2 synods—SOSA, 16 Presby- teries and Living Waters, 11 Presbyteries).

Visit Mission Haven’s website to learn more—click on News—70 years

and going strong—10 weeks of information sharing the story of Mission

Haven.




FIRST PRESBYTERIAN, SARASOTA

First Presbyterian Church of Sarasota returned to on-site worship in April (after a cou-
ple of trial runs in March) with continued online viewing of the live service. PW, how-

ever, still meets on Zoom at least until fall or possibly longer. We have come to real-

ize that Zoom meetings offer sisters with mobility challenges or who are out of town,

the ability to join our meetings from wherever they are. Consequently, we are con-
sidering continuing the Zoom link even when we meet again on the church campus for

gatherings and Bible study.

In January, Cindie Moore of Association of Mam Christian Women For Devel-
opment gave us an update on conditions for the Guatemalan families she
serves. In response, we raised funds for cattle shelters and Incaparina, a nutri-
tious drink for malnourished children. In February, we learned of the services

and opportunities provided to the community by the Sarasota Senior Friend-
ship Center from guest speaker Robert Rogers.

Six ladies attended the Spring Treat in March at the Ellenton Conference Center. Our April program in-
cluded an update on Family Promise of Sarasota by our own coordinator, Joanne Simons. Tara Maffei, the
director of Family Promise of Sarasota, also shared the organization’s accomplishments and future plans
at one of our church’s coffee hours before the worship service. We are looking forward to a summer
break and possible opportunities for meeting in-person in the fall.

Blessings,

Pamela Lamb, Co-Moderator
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MOORINGS PRESBYTERIAN, NAPLES

Our CT made the decision to change our By-laws so the length of a CT term increased from 2 to 3 years.
Several reasons prompted us. Business research indicates that it often takes a 3-year commitment for a
new hire to be cost effective. The first year they are learning the job, the second year they are becoming
familiar with their tasks and those of others, and the third year they feel confident and really know what
they are doing. That felt the same for CT roles. Besides that, the 3-year timeframe matched that of Ses-
sion members. Not to be underestimated, even though our CT tasks are broken down so each woman has
a sliver of responsibilities, we do not have women standing in line for the positions. Once on the team,
they invariably enjoy it. With 3-year terms, our Search Chair has fewer positions to fill yearly and, more
importantly, there is better continuity on the team. The decision to make the By-laws change was unani-
mous, and we are confident it is a change that makes total sense.



REPORT FROM MOORINGS PRESBYTERIAN CONTINUED ...

As | wrote in February, our CT determined early last fall to keep our normal PW programs continue in a
safe way, but they wanted in-person, monthly luncheons to continue. That decision has been a positive
one. The numbers who attended have increased. With only one glitch when the speaker wanted to Zoom
in, coupled with our AV person’s challenge with Zoom volume, each luncheon ran smoothly. (The speaker
was excellent once issues were worked out.) We had speakers on the local Gulfshore Playhouse, Multiple
Sclerosis Center, Senior Living in Naples, Lighthouse Center for blindness and vision loss, Alliance of Peri-
od Supplies (period needs for young girls and women in poverty), and Identify Thief, Fraud and Scams.
Each was eye-opening and well received. Best of all though, was our opportunity to see each other for
fellowship while remaining CDC compliant.

Our 2021 Lifetime Awardee was easy to identify. Susan Liebe-

ngiyanonga
trau has been a long-time leader of Esther - d D%D% 19$Bkkl”9ﬂﬂ”m Circle, served as a
church officer, continued to be active while - ‘—5% lhank I IHBIEHJSH raising a family
through the loss of two husbands to can- dziekuje. : i [au [][Halhhmmuglluhaaﬁ‘;r er, and became in-
volved in serving the community in which hngadu S.U f g o Lkl he lives. Most re-
cently, Susan forged the way to host our meml irst PW  monthly

luncheon under Covid restrictions, deliver- ing an excellent and
safe experience with new room set-up, delicious boxed lunches (ordered, prepaid and delivered on time),
created simple decorations, and utilized several tables of 3. Susan has always been willing to raise her
hand and lend a hand to make PW a more inclusive community of friends. We appreciated and loved
honoring her!

Respectfully submitted by,

Collene Van Noord, Moderator
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CYPRESS LAKE PRESBYTERIAN, FORT MYERS

Praise the Lord it is summer, and we can get together with friends and relatives, and travel safely after
being vaccinated. CLPC finished up the year with the Spring Craft Bazaar on March 13th and the annual
meeting by Zoom on April 17th. Proceeds from fundraising were approved to be
given to fourteen organizations.

Beth Watson has accepted the nomination to be the new moderator. Marietta
Meacham is Treasurer and Chris Giesecke is Secretary. Congratulations and best /
wishes to all!



REPORT FROM CYPRESS LAKE CONTINUED ...

A brown bag luncheon was held in Fellowship Hall on May 22nd to discuss plans for the coming year and
a new Bible study.

CLPC is in the process of changing its mask policy and fully vaccinated worshipers no longer need to wear
masks during the worship services. The seating assignment policy was also discontinued.

Blessings to everyone for the coming year.

Audrey Renn, Past Moderator

COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN, FORT MYERS
Covenant Presbyterian’s Presbyterian Women continue to Zoom!

Our church opened the Sanctuary for Sunday socially-distanced worship in the fall, but around Thanks-
giving our Session voted to return to livestreaming-only for worship. We still needed to decorate our
Sanctuary for our livestream worship, so our PW circles sent one volunteer each to help two other com-
mittees decorate for Advent. It was quiet. The first Sunday of Advent was quiet, because our PW could
not host our usual multi-generational event of more decorating, Advent activities and shared meal in our
Fellowship Hall after worship. Our three Circles went back to the Zoom room for our Bible study for Jan-
uary and February. We are patient. We are grateful for our church leadership keeping us safe as they
find ways for our congregation and PW to gather in the months ahead. Along with our Peace River Pres-
bytery PW, we are lamenting along with our timely Bible study!

Moderator




BURNT STORE PRESBYTERIAN, PUNTA GORDA

After a year’s pause in joint companionship, we finally were able to hold our March Gathering on March
15, 2021, in our sanctuary. Although the seating was restricted and socially distanced with no food al-
lowed, it was still wonderful to finally get to fellowship together again. Our speaker was Buddy Ferguson
from Thornwell Home for Children. We learned so much, and he was very patient with all our questions.
We are very glad to be able to support this wonderful organization as one of our missions.

Speaking of missions, our CT decided to increase our Missions Budget to $2,500.00 this year. With so
many of our targeted groups feeling the pinch of the Covid 19 pandemic with a decrease in funding, and a
greater demand for their services, we felt lead to make this small step to reach out to them. We are
hopeful that we can get back to two fund raisers next year, and continue our increased mission work.

We closed out the season with a very well attended Gathering on May 3rd, once again in our socially-
distanced, no food sanctuary. Dr. Martha Bireda was a marvel-
.8l ous story teller with quite the story to tell. She is the executive
i director of The Blanchard House Museum which is an African
American history museum in Punta Gorda. Her message of the
“town that unity built” was very informative and inspiring.
Punta Gorda was the exception in a very strong Jim Crow law-
ridden Florida at the time. Many of our town leaders were ex-

cellent examples of the successful blacks of the era. They
worked hand-in-glove with the white leaders to establish our
town. Dr. Bireda is also an author who reviewed her most recent work, The Womb Rebellion, which was

inspired by the historical accounts of enslaved women in the American South who resisted the institution
of slavery through collectively refusing to bring any child into the world who was destined to be enslaved.

We installed our new CT Board and Committee Chairs at the May Gathering as well. Our 2021-2022 offic-
ers are as follows:

Moderator: Barb Lohff Vice Moderator: Joyce Pacifico
Past Moderator: Judy Cornell Secretary: Jeri Warner
Treasurer: Carol Ott Historian: Karen Poquette
Program Chair: Judy Darrell Membership: Brenda Tankersley
Publicity: Ellen Mogensen Missions: Joyce Sluzewski
Sunshine: Lois Jean Smith Pecan Sale Chair: Judy Darrell

Circle Leaders:
Eve: Karen Poquette & Kathy Lindberg Rachel: Judy Darrell & Barb Lohff

Hannah: Ellen Mogensen Ruth: TBD



Burnt Store Report Continued....

We are hopeful that our full schedule of Gatherings, Circle meetings, and two fund raisers will be able to
proceed as we get back to pre-Covid conditions in the new season. From my pen to God’s ear!!!

Barb Lohff, Moderator

PEACE RIVER PRESBYTERY COORDINATING TEAM 2021-2022

¢+ Moderator - Sandra Wharton Cypress Lake Presbyterian, Fort Myers
¢ Secretary - Nancy Varner First Presbyterian, Bradenton

¢ Treasurer - Barbara Borderieux First Presbyterian, Bradenton

¢ Historian - Janet Harris Pine Shores Presbyterian, Sarasota

¢ Spiritual Life Leader - Patty Li First Presbyterian, Bradenton

+ Justice & Peace/Racial Equity Representative - Connie LoPresti
Cypress Lake Presbyterian, Fort Myers

¢ Editor The Messenger &

Publicity Chair - Barb Crann Faith Presbyterian, Cape Coral
¢ Cluster Leader Dist. 1 - Elaine Waldron First Presbyterian, Bradenton
¢ Cluster Leader Dist. 5 - Betty Mangos First Presbyterian, Naples

¢ Cluster Leaders Districts 2, 3 & 4 TBD

¢ Appointed Leaders TBD - Mission Chair

VENICE PRESBYTERIAN

On Tuesday, February 16, our PW ladies met in the Chapel at 2:00 pm. We started off by registering and
looking at items for our Silent Auction which was a huge success as we netted
$624.00. The Opening Prayer was giv- en by Treasurer Gail Haynes. The De-
Steitz, entitled, “When God Created

6th Day”, a 2-minute read. Our pro-

votion was given by Moderator Niki
Woman He Was Working Late on the
gram was given by the lovely Chris Dowden portraying Naomi (a woman
the monies from the Silent Auction

ed out to the highest bidders. We

of the Bible). Following the program,

were received and the treasurers hand-
closed with our Mizpah Benediction.



On Tuesday, April 20, at 2:00 pm, our PW ladies gathered in the Sanctuary for our closing program of the
season. Following registration, the Opening Prayer was given by
Secretary Joanne Francks and the Devotion by Moderator Niki

Niki Steitz talked about The Birthday Offering which was well re- :
ceived. Our Program was presented by Carrie Miles who over the

last ten years had transformed her passion for antique and vin- — 5//

tage items, coupled by her keen research skills developed in law school, into a livelihood. Carrie ap-

praised and told the stories of the precious items brought in by our PW ladies. An Honorarium was pre-
sented to Carrie.

Our Honorary Life Member and Woman of the Year recipient was announced and presented with a
framed certificate, framed write-up of her many accomplishments and a pin by Moderator Niki Steitz. A
Huge Congratulations and applause were extended to this year’s recipient, our secretary Joanne
Francks. Our Gathering was closed with the Mizpah Benediction.

Venice Presbyterian PW will resume on Tuesday, October 19, 2021 with a Surprise Chick Flick! Enjoy the
Summer Ladies, and God Bless!

Niki Steitz, Moderator

BENEDICTION
And now may the Lord go
Before us to guide us,
Behind us to encourage us.
May He go beside us to befriend us
Above us to watch over us,
And within us to give us peace,
We ask in Jesus’ name,

Amen

This benediction appears in the back of our PRP PW Program Book

Thanks to Nancy Varner, PRP PW Secretary



PEACE RIVER PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
2021 - 2022 Yearbook Information Request

Church Phone

PW Moderator

Address

Street City State Zip

Home Phone Cell Email

PW Moderator Term of Office

If applicable: PW Co-Moderators

PW Co-Moderator

Address

Street City State Zip

Home Phone Cell Email

PW Co-Moderator Term of Office

PW Co-Moderator

Address

Street City State Zip

Home Phone Cell Email

PW Co-Moderator Term of Office

Please return form to:
Nancy Varner, PRP PW Secretary OR Email: nancy30@verizon.net
11819 14" Ave. E.
Bradenton, FL 34212

(Cell: 941-704-2053)



