
 

The Messenger 

Message from Sandra Wharton, Peace River Moderator 

GREETINGS TO ALL PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

“All of you together are Christ’s body and each of you are a pat of it.” 

1 Corinthians 12:27 

This summer seemed to fly by and now I sense a feeling of excitement in the air as we kick 

off our PW activities beginning in September.  Presbyterian women in all 37 Peace River 

Presbytery churches are invited to participate in our PRP PW activities. 

During the summer, I began a journey of reaching out to ladies in our PRP churches.  My 

intent was to get to know our Presbyterian women, inquire how we could help you and let 

you know we care about you.  What an amazing experience—I was warmly welcomed and 

learned that our ladies are resilient, they are passionate in their mission work; are very 

generous and giving; and work with a grateful heart!  AND, just as I suspected, there are 

many faithful and talented PW in every church I visited—ladies who are leaders working 

as a team “with the Lord” in their home, community and the church.  They gave me hope 

and I was truly inspired.  As time permits, I will continue my journey to visit and worship 

with PW in other churches within our PRP—to LISTEN as you share your thoughts and ide-

as, as well as your joys and concerns. 

 

     “CATCHING A SECOND WIND”  

  PRP PW AUTUMN RETREAT  -  OCTOBER 16, 2021 

Join us as we go forward to reset our sails; to refresh our vision; to re-

juvenate spiritually; and to renew relationships.  Attached to this newsletter is the regis-

tration form.  Deadline for registration is SEPTEMBER 30, 2021.   

Fall 2021 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 Peace River Presbytery PW Annual Gathering 

Saturday, February 5, 2022 

Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Fort Myers 

____________________________________ 

Upcoming SOSA PW Event 

SOSA PW Triennial Retreat 

October 21, 22 & 23, 2022 

Epworth on St. Simon’s Island, Georgia 

___________________________________ 

 

Cypress Lake Presbyterian, Ft. Myers 

Here are the Fall highlights for the Presbyterian Women at Cypress 

Lake.  On Thursday, September 9, 2021 at 7:00 PM, we will begin our 

Monthly Evening Bible Study.  The study, “Revelation: Extravagant 

Hope” by Margaret Feinberg, will be held the second Thursday of each month going for-

ward. 

On Friday, October 1, 2021 we will sponsor a fund raiser, Bakeless Bake Sale.  All proceeds 

will assist us in our mission work. 

On Tuesday, October 12, 2021 at 10:00 AM, we will kick off our Monday Morning Bible 

Study.  This group will also be studying Margaret Feinberg’s, “Revelation: Extravagant 

Hope”.  The group will continue to meet on the second Tuesday of each month. 

 



 

Cypress Lake report continued…. 

Our church campus will be the site of this year’s Autumn Retreat on Saturday, October 16, 

2021.  In year’s past, this meeting was known as the Leadership Challenge, and later as the 

Help Shop.  We invite everyone to join us that day for faith and fellowship.  The registration 

form is attached to this newsletter. 

And finally, on Saturday, November 6, 2021, we will present “Women of the Bible Fashion 

Show and Luncheon.  The fun begins at 10:30 AM and all our welcome. 

Beth Watson, Moderator 

 

 

 

 

Faith Presbyterian, Cape Coral 

At Faith Presbyterian, the decision was recently made to join our four Circles into one.  As 

many of you are experiencing, Covid has kept many of our ladies from church and church-

related activities.  The “new” Circle will be using Adam Hamilton’s “Unafraid” for their bi-

ble study material.   

Over the summer, we decided to sponsor an Arts & Crafts Fair in 

the fall of 2022.  Therefore, we have been hosting workshops 

and get- togethers to share time and talents as we stock pile in-

ventory to sell at the Fair.   

Plans are also in progress for the celebration of Faith Presbyteri-

an Church’s 60th Anniversary.  The event will take place on Sunday, November 14, 2021. 

Blessings, 

Barb Crann, Co-Moderator 

 

“Nurture faith, support mission, work for justice and peace, and build community.” 



Venice Presbyterian, Venice 

Our PW Gatherings will resume in October, 2021.  For starters, we will see a surprise 

“Chick Flick” in our Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, October 19, 2021 at 2:00 PM. This Chick 

Flick will warm your hearts!  We will also collect the Thank Offering at this meeting. 

Our next Gathering will be Tues- day, January 18, 2022 with a presen-

tation by Bob Sloboda from MEALS ON WHEELS (MOW).  Bob 

who is the Office Manager on Fridays, has now taken on the task 

of Public Relations Officer.  My husband, Steve, has had a MOW 

route on Fridays for 11 years and has been know to say, “Guess who 

gets us to the clients and who chats them up?”  All answer correct-

ly as I join my husband on Fridays. 

On Tuesday, February 15, 2022, one of our own, Chris Dowden will present a new “Woman 

of the Bible”.  Chris is truly a professional and we are looking forward to her presentation.  

We will also collect the Birthday Offering at this meeting. 

Our final Gathering of the year will take place on Tuesday, April 19, 2022.  More infor-

mation to come. 

We are hoping to resume our Christmas Tea in December of 2021, and our Yard Sale (Fund 

Raiser) in March, 2022. 

I would like to give our heartfelt thanks to Pastor Carolyn Wilson, our Staff Liaison, who is 

a strong support for our PW. 

God Bless and Stay Well, 

Niki Steitz, Moderator 

 

Bee Ridge Presbyterian 

Due to the increase in Covid cases in the community, we have had to postpone our fall 

plans for PW and our  in-person Circle Bible Studies.  The study books, “What My Grand-

mothers Taught Me”, have been distributed and everyone will home study for the present 

time. 

 

 



Bee Ridge Presbyterian continued…... 

 

We have continued our local mission projects.  In July, we collected three baskets of tooth-

brushes, toothpaste, deodorant,  LG and XLG T-shirts, and soap for Resurrection House, a 

local homeless shelter. 

Joyce Kelly, Vice Moderator 

 

 

Burnt Store Presbyterian, Punta Gorda 

Over the summer the Burnt Store Presbyterian Church Presby-

terian Women CT held two Zoom CT meetings to accommodate 

our snowbirds and  adhere to Covid restrictions.  We discussed 

and finalized some of our agenda and plans for the upcoming 

season.  We have found the Zoom platform to be excellent for 

such discussions, and for gathering input when we are either re-

stricted from meeting in-person, or our members are scattered 

to their summer residences or on out-of-town excursions. 

The BSPC Presbyterian Women are looking forward to kicking off a “normal” season this 

year with our traditional salad luncheon followed by our quest speaker, Kim Plichta, from 

Samaritan’s Purse on Monday, October 18th.  She will help us launch our initial participa-

tion with the Operation Christmas Child shoebox gift program for 

under-privileged children worldwide.  We are excited to  open this 

opportunity up to our whole congregation. 

October also marks the beginning of our annual pecan fundraiser 

which will begin on Sunday, October  17th.  This helps fund our 13 

mission projects that we support.  Our pecan sale includes raw 

nuts as well as candied pecan packages  -  perfect for gift giving!  

These are fresh nuts right of the Georgia trees.  Anyone who would like to place an order 

can do so after October 17th by emailing: pecans@bspconline.org.  This will also be a 

source for more information on pricing, delivery dates, etc. 

 



Burnt Store Presbyterian continued…. 

 

We also host a second fundraiser in February each year which this year is a portrayal of 

President Harry S Truman on February 27, 2022.  The presentation is entitled, “Give ‘em 

Hell Harry”  -  but more about that in our next Messenger article. 

November will find us finally back to our small group bible studies or Circles.  We are hope-

ful this will be a continuation of our very successful “small group” program where women 

meet over dessert to study and discuss our designated Bible Study lesson for the month.  

Close and caring relationships develop within each Circle, and mush of our fundraising and 

mission work gets organized within these groups. 

Barb Lohff, Moderator 

 

Message from Connie Lo Presti, Justice & Peace / Racial Equity Representative 

“And hope does not disappoint us because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.”  Romans 5:5 

 

I am Connie Lo Presti a member of Peace River Presbytery PW Coordinating Team.  My pas-

sion is helping people by sharing the tangible love of Jesus.  Some of the ways you and I do 

this is by serving people who are hungry, oppressed, in crisis, imprisoned and poor.  We 

take action by linking hearts and hands to support congregation ministries and Presbyteri-

an Mission Agency. 

Today as Hurricane Ida creates chaos and destruction, I am thankful for Presbyterian Dis-

aster Assistance Team (PDA).  Before Ida made landfall, ambulances were gathered, and a 

response to help sustain life was made by the PDA coordinating team.  The goal to seek 

ways to bring hope and healing during and after the storm was begun. 

Our Presbyterian offering for One Great Hour of Sharing helps fund this vital agency for 

such a time as this crisis.  You can learn more about the Compassion, Peace and Justice 

Ministries by visiting presbyterianmission.org.  Our Peace River Presbytery has a Hurricane 

Task Force to provide coordination between churches under the guideline of PDA. 



Message from Connie Lo Presti continued…. 

 

Our hearts continue to break and rise up in prayer for the people.  My hope is that we 

will share our stories as we reach out to help.  We, people of faith, have a deep calling to 

respond with our time, talents and treasures.  I look forward to getting to know your sto-

ries so that we can encourage and support one another. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Place your faith in God. 

 

 



 

 

“Catching a Second Wind” 

Peace River Presbytery  

Presbyterian Women’s Autumn Retreat                                                              

Saturday, October 16, 2021 

Cypress Lake Presbyterian Church - 8260 Cypress Lake Drive, Fort Myers, FL 33919 

9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

REGISTRATION FORM 

 

Name  _______________________________    Phone ___________   Email ________________ 

 

Address  _____________________________     Church _________________________________ 

Registration Deadline – September 30, 2021             Registration fee and lunch - $15.00 

 

Presbyterian Women … come one, come all!  Join us to “catch a second wind” and allow the Holy Spirit 

to lead us forward; to reset our sails; to refresh our vision; to rejuvenate spiritually; and to renew rela-

tionships. 

The day will begin at 9:00 a.m. with registration and continental breakfast; then devotions followed by 

a Christian woman guest speaker; mid-morning break to refresh; lots of interactive breakout sessions 

(time to learn, network and share ideas); a few surprise activities and a light lunch - with program con-

cluding at approximately 2 p.m.   

Return completed registration form and check (made payable to Presbyterian Women of Peace River 

Presbytery) by September 30, 2021 and mail to: 

Sandra L. Wharton – 849 Entrada Drive N. – Fort Myers, FL 33919 

Questions:  contact Sandy at 239-822-9520 or email sw1842@centurylink.net. 

mailto:sw1842@centurylink.net

