Weekly Presbytery Letter ~ July 5, 2018

Mariah Martin, YAAD
Peace River Presbytery

I just returned home after attending the 223rd General Assembly as a (YAAD) Young Adult Advisory
Delegate in Saint Louis, Missouri. Let me begin by saying, how grateful I am to Peace River Presbytery and
First Presbyterian Church, Sarasota for this experience. Being a YAAD has been one of the most humbling
things I have experienced in my faith journey so far.
Thank you to every single person who has helped me and prayed for me in the weeks and months leading
up to my departure and during the week of GA. Really, none of it would be possible without the support
from this Presbytery, Graham Hart, PRP Presbyter, Randy Moody, PRP Stated Clerk, and the other
commissioners. While at GA, I found out how fortunate I am to be a part of such a large home church. I now
know more clearly that many Presbyterian churches have less than a hundred members, and how
uncommon it is for youth to be able to serve as an elder on the session.
I served on the Peacemaking, Immigration, and International Issues Committee and, while it was very
intriguing to learn the ins and outs of the business that was before this committee and all the Robert’s Rule
of Order and Parliamentary Procedures, my committee wasn’t terribly exciting for me.
Then it all came together in plenary, where all the committees gave reports on their business and I learned
more about issues from all the committees, not just my committee. In the plenary sessions, we voted using
our computers, and “advised” the commissioners on how to vote. While we spent sometimes hours on one
item of business, we all felt so accomplished when it was done and “perfected.” This process showed me
how much each individual voice mattered and how collaboration, and often compromise was implemented
to achieve meaningful resolutions.

My roommate and I became instant best friends, and did everything together. She is the same age as I am
and a deacon at her church in Phoenix, Arizona. I’m very happy we got to experience the week together.
God surely put us in the same place for a reason; I know that we will be life time friends. We stayed up
nights discussing our committee work and all kinds of church things.
We arrived in Saint Louis two days before the General Assembly convened for YAAD training. This was
exhausting, but this part of the week really shaped the days that would follow. In training, they taught us
everything we needed to know about the layout and structure of our committee meetings and the plenary
meetings. This was exciting to learn about, especially for a “Presby-Nerd” like me! We learned about
Parliamentary Procedure, and we learned about where our faith stood as young adults of the current
church. We grew to know each other as a strong group of open minded, active members of the larger
church. It was incredible to make friends from all over the country. (There was at least one YAAD from each
state except Hawaii)
One of the many things from the week that stood out to me the most, and something that was very dear to
my heart - was the Hands and Feet Initiative. The Reverend Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II, Stated Clerk of the
General Assembly, introduced this new idea for the PC(USA), to highlight and strengthen local and national
efforts by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to facilitate change and communicate God’s love. The goal was
to do more than just show up in the city of the General Assembly, spend a bunch of money, eat in the
restaurants, and leave. But to take the sanctuary to the streets, and show the city that we’re there to make
a difference. For this year’s initiative we marched in the streets of downtown Saint Louis to protest the cash
bail system. We raised 47,000 dollars to help bail people out of jail who are in for non-violent crimes. These
people sit in jail for years awaiting trial because they can’t afford $200, $100 or even $50 bail. And because
of that, they miss out on job opportunities and a chance to rehabilitate.
General Assembly provided me with so much hope for the future of the church. Which is honestly, exactly
what I was hoping to get out of this experience. I was praying I would gain more faith for the church, to
receive ways that I, as a youth, can help my church, and my presbytery grow and share the word of God.
That is exactly what I got.
Through my YAAD advisors, we were constantly reassured that the youth are not the “future” but we are
the “present.” The Presbyterian Church is the largest reformed denomination. This means that our church
isn’t dead, as some think. Some things need to die in order to make room for new things to grow. God’s call
extends everywhere, regardless of age, race, gender, sexuality, or religion. I have so much faith in our
church, now more than ever. We’re moving forward, and THAT is exciting.
Additional to all of the business at GA, I have grown so much spiritually. The worship services were so well
sculpted, and so moving for me. I won’t blabber about all the points I wrote down from the week… but let
me just say, my journal is full, and so is my heart.
Finally, I was introduced to so many organizations in the exhibit hall. One booth that stuck out to me the
most was the More Light Presbyterians booth. This is an organization that embraces all people, of all

sexualities and genders. The people of More Light believe God is bigger than we could ever imagine. That
we are created in the image of a God of abundance, of limitless possibilities and expansion. This
organization is rooted in following the risen Christ, and seeking to make the Church a true community of
hospitality.
Again, I am more than thankful for this experience, I cannot wait to see what I do with all this new
knowledge I’ve been given.
Love abundantly, and celebrate diversity.
Mariah Martin, YAAD
Peace River Presbytery

CEDARKIRK CAMP & CONFERENCE CENTER
A place apart to build up the body of Christ in love.
www.cedarkirk.org
Thank you for supporting Cedarkirk and holding this ministry in your prayers for the last 45 years.
We look forward to witnessing God's handiwork here in the years to come!
For additional information, please contact the camp office at (813) 685-4224 or visit www.cedarkirk.org.

BETH-EL FARMWORKER MINISTRY, INC.
A Ministry to the Farmworkers in Wimauma

PO Box 860 | Wimauma, FL 33598
Phone: 813-633-1548 ext. 223
Web: www.beth-el.org
July Newsletter

Beth-El Farmworker Ministry has the following employment opportunities:
•
•

Part-time Worship Music Leader - Must be bi-lingual with good teaching and musical skills to lead newly
formed music group for Sunday Worship.
Summer Programming Assistant - Part time position working Beth-El staff in coordinating summer youth
programming.

For more information, or to apply, email info@beth-el.org

MISION PENIEL
A Ministry of Peace River Presbytery to the Farmworkers in Immokalee
www.misionpeniel.com
Staff Contacts:
• Rev. Miguel Estrada, Pastor, P: 239-633-2181, E: miguestrada@hotmail.com
• Ruth DeYoe, Mission Coordinator, P: 386-793-6151, E: ruthdeyoe@gmail.com
• General Email: misionpenielpeaceriver@gmail.com
Addresses:

•
•
•

Facility Address: 208 Boston Ave., Immokalee, FL 34142 (not for mailing)
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1204, Immokalee, FL 34153
Mailing Address for Contributions*: Peace River Presbytery, 5600 Peace River Road, North Port, FL 34287

*Contributions to Mision Peniel (checks or online):
• Mail to: Peace River Presbytery, 5600 Peace River Road, North Port, FL 34287
• Checks can be made payable to Peace River Presbytery or to Mision Peniel.
• Please note Mision Peniel in the memo section.
• Click on the “Donate” button on the Mision Peniel web site.
• Contributor information is provided to Mision Peniel each month.

PRAYER NEEDS
Please continue to pray for:
·

The Rev. Daniel Herlein - health

·

Robert Dennis (son of Rev. India Dennis) – mental health issues

·

Beth-El Farmworker Ministry (in Wimauma)

·

Misión Peniel Farmworker Ministry (in Immokalee)

·

Cedarkirk Camp and Conference Center

·

Dan and Elizabeth Turk, PCUSA Mission Co-Workers in Madagascar

·

Les and Cindy Morgan, PCUSA Mission Co-Workers in Bangladesh

PRESBYTERY PRAYER GUIDE: JULY 2018

July 1

PDA/FLAPDAN – Covenant Partner of PRP

July 8

Lely Presbyterian Church, Naples
Supply Pastor: Rev. Dr. Ted Land
Email: tedland46@gmail.com

July 15

Moorings Presbyterian Church, Naples
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Doug Learned
Email: pastor@mooringschurch.org
Associate Pastor: Rev. Jaci Smith Patman
Email: jpatman@mooringschurch.org

July 22

Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church, Naples
Interim Pastor: Rev. Dr. Will Brown
Email: willbrowne@yahoo.com

July 29

St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church, North Port
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Ray Quiles
Email: chaprafi@gmail.com

CHURCH SUPPORT STAFF OPENINGS
Braden River Presbyterian Church, Bradenton
Part Time Administrative Assistant
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church, North Port
Music Director for the Traditional Service
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
First Presbyterian Church, Arcadia
Part-Time Children and Youth Director

PRESBYTERY CALENDAR: JULY 2018
You may view the entire calendar on the Presbytery web site: www.peaceriverpresbytery.org
All meetings are at the Presbytery Center location in North Port, unless otherwise posted.
Thursday, July 5
Mision Peniel Team (10:00 a.m. in Immokalee)
Thursday, July 12
Finance Team/Board of Trustees (9:30 a.m.)
Thursday, July 19
Steering Committee (9:30 a.m.)

CHURCHES of PEACE RIVER PRESBYTERY
Please visit our web site, www.peaceriverpresbytery.org/churches
Click on the city, then the church, to visit their web site.

