
 

 

 

 

Weekly Presbytery Letter – March 23, 2017 

Rev. John Reiter, Executive Director, Cedarkirk Camp & Conference Center 

Setting a Place for All: 
A Capital Campaign for Cedarkirk’s Future 

  

Sharing meals is a fundamental means of caring for and including one another in fellowship and in the 

formation of community.  The table is often at the heart of our giving thanks and is a reminder of the Lord’s 

table. Cedarkirk’s future growth is hindered by the physical capacity and arrangement of the existing dining 

hall. The dining hall limits the number of guests and the manner in which they can be served, which constrains 

the ministry of hospitality that has been enjoyed at Cedarkirk for the last 45 years.  To address these 

challenges and better minister to those we serve, we are excited to embark on a three-year capital campaign 

to raise 4 million dollars. 
 

 
 

The Cedarkirk Experience 

Cedarkirk’s founders had a vision to provide a place where children and adults could experience spiritual 

renewal and build community in a natural setting. Cedarkirk is a place apart to build up the body of Christ in 

love.  In these tranquil woods, guests are empowered to live as a community of faith and to encounter God in 

new and transforming ways. It is a place free of distractions, where conversation around the dinner table, 

canoe trips on the river, and walks in the woods revive and feed the spirit.  

 

  “At Cedarkirk I am certain I am in the right place. I am sure that the people around me care for me. I also love 

the connection I have with God. When I am at Cedarkirk, I feel strong and ready for anything. When I come 

home I see everything differently. I don’t just see a house – I see a mansion. I don’t see a meal – I see a feast. I 

want to thank Cedarkirk for opening my eyes.” 

 



Churches, community service agencies, and non-profit organizations come to Cedarkirk for retreats, 

conferences, leadership training, camping, outdoor experiences, and more.  Our year-round programs focus 

on the Biblical call to be in relationship with God and with one another and answer God’s call to love one’s 

neighbor in concrete ways.  At Cedarkirk, all campers learn that God loves them, is active in their lives, and 

calls them to be in relationship.  

 

  “This week was so relaxing, stress-free, and renewing of body and spirit. It is a joy to visit Cedarkirk and we 

look forward to our time every year.” 

 

  “I grew up in the church, but my true experience of faith has been filtered through time spent at Cedarkirk. 

Under the trees, the stars, and the disarming presence of God, I learned what true Christian community is as I 

lived, worshiped, and adventured with others. During family retreats and summer camp I entered into a 

familial expression of God’s love that has shaped the way I view and participate in the work of God in the 

world. I am a more conscientious, giving, and loving servant of Christ because of my experiences at Cedarkirk.” 

 

Cedarkirk annually ministers to over 15,000 people through meaningful programs, unique retreat 

opportunities, and a continued commitment to being a place apart. In its varied forms of transforming 

ministry, Cedarkirk provides a space where all are welcomed, empowered, and loved. It is our hope that this 

campaign will improve the accessibility of our buildings, expand our facilities, and strengthen our ability to 

minister in Christ’s name. 
 

 
 

How You Can Participate 

With an eye towards sustainability in the future, this capital campaign focuses on improving the accessibility of 

our buildings and expanding our facilities so that we may better minister to the churches and individuals we 

serve.  We are so grateful for the privilege of being a blessing in the lives of so many children, youth, and 

adults.  We invite you to consider partnering with Cedarkirk in our effort to strengthen this unique ministry.  In 

addition to your consideration of a financial gift, please let us know if there are fellow friends of Cedarkirk who 

might be interested in learning more about this opportunity. As always, thank you for your support and 

prayers for Cedarkirk’s ministry. For more information about Cedarkirk’s Capital Campaign, please contact Rev. 

John Reiter, Executive Director, at john@cedarkirk.org or Julie Poulin, Capital Campaign Director, at 

campaign@cedarkirk.org. 
  

mailto:john@cedarkirk.org
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Rev. John Reiter 
Cedarkirk Camp and Conference Center 
1920 Streetman Drive 
Lithia, FL 33547 
(813) 685-4224 

CEDARKIRK CAMP & CONFERENCE CENTER 
A place apart to build up the body of Christ in love.  

www.cedarkirk.org 

2017 Events: 
• Confirmation Retreat - Designed especially for confirmation classes and their leaders.       March 31-April 2 
• The Shepherds’ Sabbath - A free retreat for church professionals and their families.            April 17-19 
• Spring Bash - This popular retreat gives kids a 24-hour taste of Cedarkirk fun.                       April 21-22, 

                                                                                                                                                                                    April 28-29 
                                                                                                                                                                     May 5-6 

• Open House - The perfect way to spend an afternoon!  Come and enjoy Cedarkirk!             May 13 
• Summer Camp - Our traditional week-long residential camps for 1st-12th graders.             June 4-July 28 
• Challenge to Change - A unique mission-trip program designed for a variety of groups.      Year-round 
• Family Retreat - Our annual family retreat and reunion event!  Come and reconnect!         Sept. 1-3 
• Silent Retreat – A new retreat designed for folks who are seeking space to listen to God.   TBA 
• Falltastic - A special fall event designed for our elementary friends.                                         Sept. 29-30 
• Senior Adults Retreat - A day-event designed just for our senior friends.                                Oct. 11 
• Fusion - A Cedarkirk event for middle and high school youth!                                                   Nov. 10-12 & 17-19 
• Christmas Retreat – A little bit of summer camp at Christmas time!                                        Dec.  22-23 

  
Thank you for supporting Cedarkirk and holding this ministry in your prayers for the last 45 years. 

We look forward to witnessing God's handiwork here in the years to come! 
  

For additional information, please contact the camp office at (813) 685-4224 or visit www.cedarkirk.org. 

FAITH PLACE SAFETY WORKSHOP 

  
To honor the policy that all ministers and ministerial inquirers and candidates shall be required to attend a seminar 
offered by the Presbytery biennially on the issues of sexual misconduct, a Faith Place Safety Workshop will be offered 
on Tuesday, May 2nd at First Presbyterian Church of Port Charlotte (2230 Hariet Street, Port Charlotte.) 
  

tel:(813)%20685-4224
http://www.cedarkirk.org/
http://www.cedarkirk.org/


Schedule: 
   Registration – 8:30 a.m. 
   Workshop – 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. (lunch included) 
   Cost - $10.00 payable at Registration 
  
Who should attend? 
All Pastors, Staff, and Elders with roles in Christian Education and Personnel, Inquirers, and Candidates. 
  
Reservations are necessary. Email: alesia@peaceriverpresbytery.org, call the Presbytery Office: 941-426-8421, or fax the 
Presbytery Office: 941-423-9412. Include the names and titles of those who will be attending. 
  
If unable to participate in the Presbytery-offered training, the minister shall work with Presbytery to find a suitable 
alternative. Failure to comply may result in investigation and discipline. 
  
We are fortunate that Patti Jung, Visiting Professor of Christian Ethics, St. Paul School of Theology, and author 
of  “Professional Sexual Ethics”, has agreed to facilitate the workshop. This year’s offering will discuss: Child Protection 
to include such topics as mandatory reporting, confidentiality, two-deep adult leadership rule, screening of volunteers; 
background checks, and specific Florida law considerations. 

Note: A notice and flyer for this important event were sent to all Churches, Members of Presbytery, Candidates, and 
Inquirers last month. 

BETH-EL FARMWORKER MINISTRY, INC. 
A Ministry to the Farmworkers in Wimauma 

  
POSITION OPENING: 
Beth-El Farmworker Ministry supports farmworkers and our neighbors in need through Hunger Relief, Education, Health 
Care, and Spiritual Development. The mission currently has an immediate opening for a Youth Leader to oversee the 
youth programs at the mission. Responsibilities include leading Tuesday night youth group, occasional weekend field 
trips, and summer child and youth programs. Ideal candidate should have some theological training, work well, and 
enjoying working with, children and teens from various backgrounds. Average number of hours per week will vary from 
20 to 35 hours per week. Candidate must have a clean driving record and submit to a background check. Please submit 
resume and three references to info@beth-el.org. No Phone Calls Please. Beth-El Farmworker Ministry is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 

  

 
PO Box 860 | Wimauma, FL 33598 

Phone: 813-633-1548 ext. 223 
Web: www.beth-el.org 

  
www.beth-el.org 
March Newsletter 

MISION PENIEL 
A Ministry of Peace River Presbytery to the Farmworkers in Immokalee 

  
UPDATES: 
The dust is finally beginning to settle as we finish our remodeling at the new location. We hope to begin serving again on 
Friday, March 24th after this month long transition process! 
  
We are also exploring plans for an Open House at the new location after Easter. In the meantime, please make note of 
the following updated contact information: 

mailto:alesia@peaceriverpresbytery.org
mailto:info@beth-el.org
http://www.beth-el.org/
www.beth-el.org
http://www.peaceriverpresbytery.org/files/Covenant%20Partners/Beth-El/Newsletters/2017/Beth-El%20Newsletter%20-%202017-03.pdf


  
Location:  208 Boston Ave., Immokalee, FL 34142  
Mailing:  P.O. Box 1204, Immokalee, FL 34153 
General Email: misionpenielpeaceriver@gmail.com 
  
Staff Contacts: 
Pastor Miguel Estrada, P: 239-633-2181, E: miguestrada@hotmail.com 
Ruth DeYoe, Mission Coordinator, P: 386-793-6151, E: ruthdeyoe@gmail.com 
  
Please be sure to contact us to schedule your next visit and reserve a date to volunteer at Misión Peniel!   Thank you for 
your ongoing partnership with this mission!    

  
Note the following important information: 

  
Mission Location: 

208 Boston Avenue, Immokalee, FL 34142 
  

Mailing Address (excluding contributions):  
P.O. Box 1204, Immokalee, FL 34143 

  
Contributions to Mision Peniel: 

Mail to: Peace River Presbytery, 5600 Peace River Road, North Port, FL 34287 
Checks can be made payable to Peace River Presbytery or to Mision Peniel. 

Please note Mision Peniel in the memo section. 
 Contributor information is provided to Mision Peniel each month. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

·       Collection Centers for Mision Peniel Supplies (click for information) 

·       Critical Needs List (click for information)  

ARTICLES of INTEREST (selected by Graham Hart)  
Supreme Court justices in the pews and on the bench -- and where Neil Gorsuch fits in 

The Conversation: Judge Gorsuch was raised Catholic and later became an Episcopalian. An expert on Church-State 

issues says don't read too much into religion as an indicator of judicial philosophy. 

  

When the Irish were the immigrants Americans detested 

Baptist News Global: Saint Patrick's Day was another reminder that Christians in America have to decide at some point 

whether or not the teachings of scripture will have an authoritative place in our lives, says the Rev. Amy Butler. 

  

American Muslims are young, politically liberal, and scared 

The Atlantic: Rare survey data suggests the community's emerging political identity is being shaped by Millennials. 

  

Trump's budget slashes aid to the poor. Would Jesus have a problem with that? 

Religion News Service: The sharp debate that broke out among believers suggests that any Christian rationale for the 

nation's social safety net depends on how you translate a single Greek word in the Gospel of Matthew. 

  

ERLC defends Russell Moore, who apologizes for his role in Trump divide 

Christianity Today: SBC agency says Moore's job requires "speaking prophetically both to our culture and to our 

Convention." 
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Flannery O'Connor finally gets a documentary 

National Catholic Reporter: A first-ever documentary on Flannery O'Connor is currently airing on PBS and the World 

Channel. 

  

Tomb of Jesus restored to its former glory 

Associated Press: Just in time for Easter, a Greek restoration team has completed a historic renovation of the Edicule, 

the shrine that tradition says houses the cave where Jesus was buried and rose to heaven. 

  
A move to part-time clergy sparks innovation in congregations –  
Although church leaders often worry that switching from full-time to part-time clergy will lead to decline, congregations 
across the country are finding new vitality by reimagining the roles of clergy and laypeople. 

> Read more 

Dear Colleagues in Ministry,  

The movie "The Shack" has been  released in theaters on March 3, and I suspect there will be a renewed surge of 
interest in the story.  Already there are videos posted telling Christians not to go see it, and others saying it is the 
greatest thing since The Pilgrim's Progress.  Be that as it may, I have written a study guide for it. If you are interested in 
having it to use, let me know (click here) and I will send you a copy.   Please let me know if you found it useful, and what 
your participants thought of it.   

Thanks.   

Dr. Jim Berger  drjimberger@gmail.com 

POSITION OPENING 
Director of Worship Arts – Burnt Store Presbyterian Church, Punta Gorda 

PRAYER NEEDS 
  

Please pray for: 
  
·      Robert Berger – Rev. Dr. Jim Berger’s 96-year old father. Hospitalized in PA from an apparent stroke. 
  

Please continue to pray for: 
  
·      Jim & Becky Beckwith – health 
  
·      Rev. Dr. Clint Cottrell (Pastor of Cypress Lake P.C.) - health 
   
·      Nathan Hart (Graham’s son) and his family – health 
  
·      Rev. Dr. Lou  Thompson – continued recovery from extensive neck surgery 
   
·      Phil Kuehl (husband of Rev. Elizabeth Kuehl, Faith, Cape Coral) – continued recovery 
  
·      Rev. Dr. Paul Eckel - health 

    
·      Robert Dennis, son of Rev. India Dennis – mental health issues  
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019IxeKhHuyPZG62Duwdk1lQ_QFE_kcIhquxEBTcCobKjOY6A02JxxsmsYRIXs5NQLkegQU76xXk3nwsEUUMlqc3JZeBa3NLIj_dU-Cxmxn3KP0qEP9YRXc73dx6FxsA0aZ628ZtRTZKpDvfLtUwPpgVnDMfhQj9OKO9kt9noxmIoq2lSh__QGzVt9qEVqbbjAyps5rJWEZBWtebjSi8suXY0veJE1tyMttj1CvxlEMZfYNZXJnT7DFH-oN9cf9hlYzdeIvV5RjlejM-C9SltiVg5MkSeecFX0BDunBD7hVxvjOC7Tqg5hkSN1Cs0fQ_QhF3Vp45VrafHLLIstVgA9VUCKjCqdJLuij96PxBlXfPk=&c=K0myt_kGeLERLHWuwICPaqtngdFjOGHdtItR231p8gJ8lVmBOqvqqA==&ch=geFmSxEXQlbqbV9DxqTto0zmqUQQr75Rpm_U0jABFaSrSo3Gu6ZKNA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019IxeKhHuyPZG62Duwdk1lQ_QFE_kcIhquxEBTcCobKjOY6A02JxxsmsYRIXs5NQLkegQU76xXk3nwsEUUMlqc3JZeBa3NLIj_dU-Cxmxn3KP0qEP9YRXc73dx6FxsA0aZ628ZtRTZKpDvfLtUwPpgVnDMfhQj9OKO9kt9noxmIoq2lSh__QGzVt9qEVqbbjAyps5rJWEZBWtebjSi8suXY0veJE1tyMttj1CvxlEMZfYNZXJnT7DFH-oN9cf9hlYzdeIvV5RjlejM-C9SltiVg5MkSeecFX0BDunBD7hVxvjOC7Tqg5hkSN1Cs0fQ_QhF3Vp45VrafHLLIstVgA9VUCKjCqdJLuij96PxBlXfPk=&c=K0myt_kGeLERLHWuwICPaqtngdFjOGHdtItR231p8gJ8lVmBOqvqqA==&ch=geFmSxEXQlbqbV9DxqTto0zmqUQQr75Rpm_U0jABFaSrSo3Gu6ZKNA==
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·      Greg Beckwith (son of Jim and Becky Beckwith) – on kidney transplant list 

·      Grandson of Tim and Martha Halverson - suffering from a rare autoimmune disease 

·      Beth-El Farmworker Ministry 

·      Misión Peniel 

·      Cedarkirk Camp and Conference Center 

·      Dan and Elizabeth Turk, PCUSA Mission Co-Workers in Madagascar 

·      Les and Cindy Morgan, PCUSA Mission Co-Workers in Bangladesh 

PRESBYTERY PRAYER GUIDE: MARCH 2017: 

March 5 
Palma Sola Presbyterian Church, Bradenton 
Pastor: Rev. India Dennis 
   Email:  pspcpastor@verizon.net 

March 12 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Bradenton 
Pastor:  Pulpit Supply 
   Office Email:  wpresbyterian@verizon.net 

March 19 

Faith Presbyterian Church Church, Cape Coral 
Senior Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Tim Halverson 
   Email:  tim@fpcfl.org 
Associate Pastor:  Rev. Elizabeth Kuehl 
   Email:  elizabeth@fpcfl.org 

March 26 
Community Presbyterian Church, Englewood 
Pastor:  Rev. Dawn Mayes 
   Email:  revdawnmayes@gmail.com 

 

PRESBYTERY CALENDAR: MARCH-APRIL 2017 

You may view the entire calendar on the Presbytery web site:  www.peaceriverpresbytery.org  
    
Thursday, March 23 
Congregational Vitality and Growth Task Force (12:30 p.m.) 
  
Monday, April 3 
Nominations & Representation Committee (10:00 a.m.) 
Planning Team (1:00 p.m.) 
  
Tuesday, April 11 
Committee on Ministry (9:00 a.m.) 
  
Wednesday, April 12 

mailto:pspcpastor@verizon.net
mailto:wpresbyterian@verizon.net
mailto:tim@fpcfl.org
mailto:elizabeth@fpcfl.org
mailto:revdawnmayes@gmail.com
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Committee on Preparation for Ministry (10:00 a.m.) 
  
Thursday, April 13 
Maundy Thursday 
  
Friday, April 14 
Good Friday – PRP Offices Closed 
  
Sunday, April 16 
Easter 
  
Wednesday, April 19 
Board of Trustees / Finance Team (9:30 a.m.) 
  
Thursday, April 20 
Steering Committee (9:30 a.m.) 
  
Thursday, April 27 
Congregational Vitality Team (12:30 p.m.) 

  

 

CHURCHES of PEACE RIVER PRESBYTERY 

(click on church name to link to its web site) 

  

Arcadia Bonita Springs   

First Presbyterian Church First Presbyterian Church   

      

Bradenton Bradenton Bradenton 

Braden River Presbyterian Church  First Presbyterian Church  Kirkwood Presbyterian Church  

Oak Pointe Church  Palma Sola Presbyterian Church  Westminster Presbyterian Church  

      

Cape Coral Englewood Fort Myers Beach 

Faith Presbyterian Church Community Presbyterian Church Chapel by the Sea 

      

Fort Myers Fort Myers Fort Myers 

Buckingham Presbyterian Church  Covenant Presbyterian Church  Cypress Lake Presbyterian Church  

http://www.firstpc.church/
http://www.fpcbonita.org/
http://www.bradenriverpc.com/
http://www.firstpresbradenton.com/
http://www.kpcbradenton.org/
http://www.oakpointechurchbradenton.org/
http://www.pspchurch.org/
http://www.wpcbradenton.com/
http://www.faithcapecoral.org/
http://www.cpcenglewood.com/
http://www.chapelbts.org/
http://www.bpcfm.org/
http://www.covpcfm.com/
http://www.clpc.us/


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

  

Hope United Presbyterian Church     

      

Lakewood Ranch Lehigh Acres Longboat Key 

Peace Presbyterian Church First Presbyterian Church Christ Church of Longboat Key  

      

Naples Naples Naples 

First Presbyterian Church Lely Presbyterian Church Moorings Presbyterian Church  

Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church      

      

North Fort Myers North Port Palmetto 

Holy Trinity Presbyterian Church, St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church Palmetto Presbyterian Church  

      

Port Charlotte Port Charlotte Punta Gorda 

First Presbyterian Church Wintergarden Presbyterian Church  
Burnt Store Presbyterian Church  

      

Sarasota Sarasota Sarasota 

Bee Ridge Presbyterian Church  Church of the Palms First Presbyterian Church 

Northminster Presbyterian Church  Pine Shores Presbyterian Church Presby. Church of the Covenant  

Siesta Key Chapel     

      

Venice Venice   

Trinity Presbyterian Church Venice Presbyterian Church   

  

  

http://www.hopeunitedchurch.net/
http://www.peacepcusa.org/
http://www.lehighacrespresbyterians.com/
http://www.christchurchoflbk.org/
http://www.fpcnaples.org/
http://www.lelychurch.org/
http://www.moorings-presby.org/
http://www.vpcnaples.org/
http://www.htpc-nfm.com/
http://www.stpaulspres-noahsark.com/
mailto:office@ppcfl.org
http://www.fpcpc.com/
mailto:revdev08@gmail.com
http://www.bspconline.org/
http://www.beeridgechurch.com/
http://www.churchofthepalms.org/
http://www.firstpressarasota.org/
http://www.npcsarasota.com/
http://www.pineshorespres.org/
http://www.presbyterianchurchofthecovenant.org/
http://www.siestakeychapel.org/
http://www.trinitypc.org/
http://www.venicepresbyterian.org/

